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NEW ORLEANS {AP) — Andre
astounded ’em, Antonio amazed
‘em-and Desmond dazzled 'em at
the Superdome Sunday ught

The tno of waiver-wire castoff
Andre Rison, second-year star
Antonio Freeman and free-agent
steal Desmond Howard ran wild
over the New England Patnots as
the Green Bay Packers returned
the Super Bowl title to Titletown
with a 35-21 victory

They did it with big plays from
their play-makers

The Packers, who had 12 regu-
lar-season TDs of 53 or more yards
- the most in the NFL since 1970 —
got three more Sunday: Howard's
99-yard lackoff return, Rison’s 54-
yard reception and Freeman's 81-
yard catch

“That's how we played all year,”
Freeman sad “Nothing dufferent *
Except that this time the world

Super Bowl MVP Desmond Howard of the Green Bay Packers races into the end zone on a kickoff return

Contributions o Packers’

was their stage.

“I think we showed the world
what thus offense 1s capable of”
Rison said. *“We have a lot of great
Blaj(ers. And we have the

ack there in Brett Favre. Don't
forget that.”

oward, the first special-teams
Elayer to win Super Bowl MVP
honors, had 244 return yards,
including a Super Bowl-record 90
punt-return yards

His higgest play, though, was an
NFL playoff-record 99-yard luckofl
return for a touchdown after Curtis
Martin's TD pulled the spunky
Patriots within 27-21 late mn the
third period.

“I was just ancther strong link 1n
this very, very strong chain,”
Howard saxd

Rison and Freeman did their
damage in the first half

ting out of Green Bay for this game
than Brett Favre's starting
receivers, who had languished for
five of the last six games at frigd
Lambeau Field, where the ranners
ruled

Theiwr eagerness to put the
back into Mike Holmgren’s West
Coast offense showed m a hurry.

On the Packers' second play from
scrimmage, Favre stunned the
Patriots by finding Rison for a 54-
yard touchdown.

Rison, who said he dreamed last
week about scoring 10 touchdowns,
spun cornerback Otiz Smuth,
hauled mn the pass at the New
England 20 and strutted the final
eight yards to the end zone.

After the Patriots went shead
14-10, Favre hit Freeman for an
81.yard touchdown that sparked a
17-point second quarter and put
the Packers ahead 27-14 at hall-

Nobody was hapmer about get-
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as Scooter McGruder of the New England Patriots tries in vain to catch him.

(AP photo)

Howard pays big dividends

Continued from Page B 1

But Howard had never brought a
kickoff back all the way during lus
five-year NFL career.
Until Sunday
The Patriots, a 1l4-pont under-
dog, had just scored what seemed
to be a momentum-changing
touchdown on Curtis Martin’s 18-
" run, shrinking the Packers’

ead to 27-21,
Howard dro back at the
line to take the kick from Adam

Vinatien, while the New England
fans, though cutnumbered, made

the place sound like Foxbeoro
Stadiwn. So much for that blowout
nearly everyone was expecting.
Thtjls game was going down to the
end,

Haward cradled the ball at the 1,
burst up the middle, bounced off a
tackle by Hason Graham at about
the 30 —~ and that was it. He was
gone, Touchdown.

“I just tried to hit the hole at full
tlt and make the kicker mmss,”
Howard said. “After that, we pretty
much knew it was a touchdown.”

And, though there was sbl! 3:10
left in the third, the Packers pretty

much knew the game was over
“He’s been the backbreaker all
E_:r for us,” teammate Antomo
eman said.
Howard didn't run one step fur-
%er gi;};lar{l he hag bt: He stopped at
e ine an struthing a
Deion-like dance, agag;'l:'l;ln sho
through the facemask. Later, he ha
to break away from his e
news canference to take a telephone
call from President Clinton.
“He told me he knew I had some
ing times over the years, and he

wasg happy to see me prevail,” said
Howarg.l’)

Halftime mixes tribute, entertainment

NEW ORLEANS (AP)
Sentiment shared center sta
with eommercial glitz in a rollick-
mg “Blues Brothers Bash” of a
Super Bowl halftime show Sunday.

le a production crew set up a
i , the Superd

ome audi-
ence wa a video salute to Pete
Rogzelle, the NFL commissioner for
TR g s N e S g

i per Bowl'a .
He died last Dec. 6 of brain cancer.

The video showed a montage of
the man who presided over the
merger of the NE‘L and AFL, msti-
tuted Monday Night Football and
forﬁed the television contracts that
built the league.

The tribute was followed by a
conymercial for Oscar Mayer, the
halftime corporate sponsor, on
giant screens. The House of Blues,
a chain of music clubs-restaurants,
also received 2 big publicity boost
from the show, with the ciubs
sacred-heart decorating the
field in front of the stage.

Fox Television, which broadcast
the Super Bow] for the first time,
also got in on the act. The show
opened mith a phony news bulletin
from Fox News — anchorwoman
Catherine Crier announcing that
Elwood Blues, the fictional charac-
ter from the “Bluea Brothers”

movie, had escaped from prigon,
Then, with spotlights flashing
across the stadium, the mesh
acreens surrounding the giant
stage in the center of the field fell
away, and with an enormous puff of
smoke and flash of fireworka, the
music .
_ The current version of the Blues
Brothers — acors Dun Aykruyd,
Jimn Belughi and John Goodman —

opened the performance with
“Everybody Needs Somebody To
Love.”

Their rendition of “Soul Man”
introduced James Brown, who
sa'r[lﬁelﬁs timeless hit, “I Feel Good.”

finale of the show, which had
500 dancers and about 1,000 per-
formers, was the arrival of a red
Tt 1ol s ducens of sl elcs

as ZZ Top performed.

LENAPE VALLEY LITTLE LEAGUE®
REGISTRATION
1997 SPRING SEASON
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T-Ball Softbalt

PeeWee Baseball
Minor and Major League Baseball Ages 9 - 12 yrs
Junior League Baschall

For Information Call 997-2599

9:00 AM to NOON
UNAMI MIDDLE SCHOOL
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time
| F‘reemaln’s f{'ecepuon was the
ongest play from senmmage 1n
Super Bowl history o8
‘ollowing three straight posses-

sions that ended n punts, Favre,
the two-time MVP playing just 60
miles from his hometown of Kiln,
Miss., lined up on first-and-10 from
s 19. Freeman, who missed a
month with a broken forearm and
still wears a cumbersome casi, saw
strong safety Lawyer Milloy come
up 10 the line and smiled

“I was hclung my chops,”
Freeman said “Taie nothing from
Mlloy, but I knew that was a mis-
match, I broke free and Breti dehiv-
ered a stnke ™

Freeman juked Ins defender,
Erabbed Favre’s pass at the Green

ay 46 and outsprinted Milloy and
safety Willie Clay, danaing into the
end zone untouched and dunking

Ay st

teﬁ'c trio well ecive‘

the bail over the goal post.

There were stars on defense, 100
Regme White had three sacks and
the Packers intercepted four of
Drew Bledsoe's passes

“We have playmakers on this
team,” Freeman said. “Today you
saw the playmakers make the
plays. On offense, defense, specia
teams. That was special, because
this 15 a team 1n the truest sense of
the word.

“It wasn't Just Andre, myself and
Desmond.”

Still, it was an amazing perfor-
mance by those three stars, each of
whom overcame adversity this sea-
son.

Howard’s career appeared fin-
1shed in traming camp He was
sidelined for a week by a hip 1n ur[v
after general manager Ron %Vof
signed him for $300,000. But he
made the team, then sei a league

:
.
I »

record with 875 punt-retwrn yards,
wncluding three TD returns

He alsn had a punt return for a
touchdown 11 the preseason and
one in the playofls

Freeman broke hus left forearm
on Ocl 27 against Tampa Bay and
missed four games During his
absence, Jacksonville released
Rison and Wolf grabbed him even
though two teams had soured on
him n five months, calling hum
undiseiphined on routes and disrup-
tive 1n the locker room

That was Nov 19, the day after
the Packers lost 21-6 at Dallas.

They wouldn't lose again

“They've said a lot of bad thangs
about me 1n my career,” Rison saad.
“They've called me a lot of bad
names

“Now they can call me a world
champywon "

Big role for big plays

in Green Bay victory

Continued from Page B 1

Packers would fulfill the predic-
tions and thewr own expectations
They were preseason favonies to
win the title and 14-point favorites
1n thos game

Only Holmgren tried to hold
down the erance Until two
weeks ago, when his team won the
NFC title, he referred to the Super
Bowl as “that game” rather than
talk too much about something he
desperately wanted,

First there was the TD pass to
Rason from Favre, who finished 14
of 27 for 2468 yards It was 10-0 just
6:26 into the game after Doug
Evans’ interception set up Chris
Jacke’s 31-yard field goal

But by the end of the highest-
georing first quarter in Super Bowl
history, New England led 14-10 on
TD passes by Bledsoe of 1 yard to
Keith Byars and 4 yards to Ben
Coates.

And even after a 17-point second
quarter by the Packers that includ-
ed the 81-yard bomb to Freeman
and 2-yard TD run by Favre, New
England was still in it at 27-14.

When Ted Johnson stopped
Dorsey Levens for a 7-yard loss on
fourth-and-1 at the Pats 37 on the
first drive of the fourth quarter,
New England gained momentum.

They cut it to 27-21 on Curhs
Martin's 18-yard burst up the mid-
dle wath 3.27 left in the tﬁ:rd quar-
ter.

But Howard took the lkickofl,
burst up the middle and went near-
ly untouched to the end zone —only
Hason Graham got a hand on hum.
Then Favre hit Kaith Jackson in
the back of the end zone for a two-

int conversion to give the

kers a 14-point lead.

Bledsoe tned to rally the Patriots
in the fourth quarter, but could not.
He finished with four intercep-
tions, going 25 of 48 for 253 yards.

The first half was so explosive
that the only time to come up for
air was on Green Bay’s third touch-
down drive, a nine-play, 74-yard
march that took up 559 and ﬁave
the Packers a 27-14 lead at half

time.

Favre capped it with a 2-yard
bootleg into the end zone on which
he extended the ball over the goal
hine with his right hand as he went
out of bounhds. Levens ran four
times for 33 yards in the drive, the
first time in the game either team
was able to move on the ground.

Otherwise, it was punch and
counterpunch.

The Packers got in the first blow,
when Rison turned around Otis
Smith and took Favre’s perfect
pass over the middle for a 54-yard
score. He duckwalked into the end
zone, one reason why Holmgren
first said when when he heard of
Rison’s availability: “He may not be
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Green Bi.ly Packers quarterback Breit Favre celebrates a touchdown

with teasnmate Aaron Taylor during Sunday’s Super Bowl XXXI vic-

tory over the New England Patriots.

our type of player”

“T sand this week I mught start on
fire and I did,” saxd Favre, the two-
time NFL MVP who has started 1-
for-11 in his last two NFC title
games.

It became 10-0 on the next seres
after Doug Evans' intercepbon of
Bledsoe set up Jacke’s 37-yarder.

Just when it looked like the rout
was on, New England came back

On the next series, Byars broke
two tackles and rumbled 32 yards
with a screen pass, then Martin
took a short pass for Bledsoe and
went 20 more. After Green Bay's
Craig Newsome was called for pass
interference in the end zone on
Shawn Jefferson, Bledsoe found
Byars for a l-yar(i score that made
it 10-7.

On New England’s next posses-
sion, Terry Glenn made an acrobat-
ic catch over Eugene Robinson to
comglete a 44-yard play that put
the ball on the Green Bay 4.

On the followvang play, Bledsoe
found Coates at the rear of the end

(AP photo)

zone and 1t was 14-10.

In the first minute of the second
quarter, the Packers struck They
had a first down on therr gwn 19
when Fawre spotted safety Lawyer
I\l'hlloy alone on Freeman in the
slot.

After an audible, Freeman
streaked past the defensive back,
Favre found him perfectly and sud-
denly 1t was an 81-yard touchdown
- the longesl ?lay from scrimmage
in Super Bow! history — and a 17-
14 lead.

Jacke’s 31-yard field goal made it
20-14 The lck was set up by
Howard's 34-yard punt return.

Then came the Packers’ long
dnive late in the first half, set up by
Mike Pror's nterception of
Bledsoe.

Then, in the second half, came
Howard

“The lack return was the one
that made the difference,” Parcells
sad. “Up untl that pont, I thm#ht
we had a chance to win The differ-
ence was on special teams.”

WILLOW GROVE DAY CANP
You’ll Love The Difference

Estabhshed in 1955,

Willow Grove Day Camp offers

the most complete instructional

and recreational programs in

day camping And lots of fun too!
[

The Finest Facilities,
Program and staff combine
to Achieve that wonderful

A mrratime

Dulanus of S.}G.‘L’i, Dgquatice,
creative and Performing Arts
and Time-Tested Traditional

Camp Activities.

Staff-amper ralio onarantees
the best superviston for the
safely and welfare of your child.

Great lunches, snacks and door to
door transporation included.

Located on Davisville Rd. between Terwood Rd.
(Fitzwatertown Rd.) and Byberry Rd.
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